Dear All,
 
We reach out to you as CEOs and other high-level representations of European industries to enlist your support for an open letter initiative that aims to promote the bioenergy sector’s long-term interests and positioning in the European technology portfolio of net zero solutions. 
 
Bioenergy represents the largest share of renewable energy production in Europe and is therefore a significant contributor to the EU efforts to reduce the reliance of our economy to fossil fuels. However, it is the case that policy makers often fail to recognize this and the perception of the bioenergy sector in Brussels is far from optimal. 
 
Through our previous joint initiative in May 2022 (in which you have all been co-signatories), we achieved to include an explicit reference to bioenergy in the final REPowerEU strategy for reducing the dependence of Europe on Russian fossil fuels. 
 
At the end of March, there was a provisional agreement on the trilogue negotiations for the update of the Renewable Energy Directive. The outcome may be considered as acceptable for the sector, considering the starting position of some of the negotiating parties, which adopted positions that – had they been implemented - would have been extremely detrimental. The negotiation process and the outcome showcase the constant need for efforts in promoting the bioenergy cause; this is a direction in which Bioenergy Europe will always be active.
 
On 16 March 2023 the European Commission presented its proposal for the Net Zero Industry Act (NZIA). The aim of this regulation is to establish a framework of measures for strengthening Europe’s net-zero technology products manufacturing ecosystem. Several technologies (solar, batteries/storage, wind, electrolysers and fuel cells, heat pumps, biomethane, grids and carbon capture and storage - CCS) are explicitly identified as strategic, but once again we are dismayed by the lack of any references to bioenergy technologies.
 
Our goal with the current initiative is to remedy this omission. Please find attached an open letter drafted by Bioenergy Europe and addressed to EU policy makers. We aim to deliver a copy to Thierry Breton, Commissioner for the Internal Market, on a scheduled meeting with him and his team on the beginning of June and follow up with relevant communications on this. Our goal is to have CEOs and high-level representatives of European industries to co-sign this letter and, as mentioned, it is in this capacity that we reach out to you.
 
Please find here a JotForm that simplifies the process for collecting the support signatures: https://form.jotform.com/231022987120347. The form will remain open until Thursday, 1 June EOB.
 
Given the sensitive nature of this letter, please keep the document confidential at this stage and do not share with the general public, media or policy makers. However, we encourage you to share this among other companies in your professional network that may be relevant as co-signatories (e.g. clients already using your bioenergy solutions in their processes, members of your associations, etc.). Bioenergy Europe will notify all the signatories once the letter will be delivered to Commissioner Breton and made public.
 
With your assistance, we hope to reach again more than 500 signatories, thus ensuring that our voice will continue to be heard in Brussels. 
 
Do not hesitate to reach out to us for any additional comment or question; apologies if you have already received this communication through other channels (i.e. Bioenergy Europe Working Group mailing lists).
 
Best regards,
 
Manolis
 
 

